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CAMPUS MINISTRY GALA 
 

A big Thank You to all who attended our dinner 
auction on March 25th. The event was a great 
success, raising $6,385 (after expenses)! 
 
Special thanks to Kevin Ross for volunteering as 
the auctioneer; Kim Ross for logistical help; Ron 
& Missy Clark, Tammy Doyle, and Charlotte 
Simpson for preparing the delicious food; Dave 
Keim for playing the piano (my personal favorite 
was The Peanuts theme song); Scott Smith      
for the storage unit; Josh Zito and Joyce Troxler 
for preparation help; CSC students for serving 
the meal; Shawn Millsaps & Autumn Davis for 
taking pictures; Anthony & Pat Fuller and the 
LYF group for providing childcare; and Dr. Joe 
Johnson for speaking at the event. 
 

Considering the objective of the event was more 
about raising awareness for the Campus Ministry 
Endowment than about raising immediate fund-
ing, we were blessed that the event accom-
plished both. 
 
Dr. Johnson did well to emphasize how our      
vision for reaching our million dollar goal will 
come primarily through large donations, espe-
cially as folks include the endowment in their 
wills. He also joked that if I see you coming, I 
may ask you for a donation.     
 
While I try avoid that reputation, it does touch 
on a big responsibility that comes with “the 
job.” Matt Deen can attest to this as well in   
directing the awesome JustLead program. 



 

 

While I’d rather sit down for coffee and a Bible 
study with a student any day, my attitude      
towards fundraising has changed a great deal 
over the years. I believe it is just as much a 
spiritual endeavor as preaching or praying or 
making disciples. 
 
Truly, raising funds is a ministry and a privilege 

rather than a burden. It provides Christians with 
the opportunity to grow spiritually through    
giving; not to mention the opportunity to “lay 
up treasure in heaven.” 
 
That’s why this Gala was my favorite of all the 
fundraising events I’ve ever attempted to host. 
Not only did the event provide a fun night out, 
but there were 24 individuals and/or families 
that donated their time and talents. These    
services included cooking, clock making, photog-
raphy, dental work, estate planning, babysit-
ting, tutoring, embroidering, pottery classes, 
pinstriping, yard work, and graphic design; along 
with offering the use of cabins, football tickets, 
and many other items as well.       
 
It was a real team effort, and I’m so grateful for 

everyone who pitched in.  
 
Thank you! 
 
~Tyler Ellis 


